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The 1940 per capita income was $82.52, of which 21 per cent was
derived from agriculture, 46 per cent from livestock, and 20 per cent
from wage work. (These sources accounted for 14 per cent, 44 per
cent, and 30 per cent respectively of the tribal income in the same
year.) Shiprock had the next-to-highest amount of wage income of
all the districts, the highest non-wage commercial income, and also
the highest non-commercial income. Its total income was the second
largest of any District on the Reservation. There were 1,505 indi-
vidual farm tracts which produced crops valued at $93,099. District
12 contains about 20 per cent of all the farm acreage of the Reserva-
tion, and 9,849 acres were irrigated in 1940.
White influence has been considerable for many years, partly from
government representatives, partly from the white ranchers and
traders in the eastern valley. White pressure has also come from the
missionaries. Various religious groups have worked in Shiprock at
different times; at the time of the study Roman Catholics, Christian
Reformed, Navaho Christian Fellowship (conducted by a Navaho),
and a nondenominational mission were located there. The boarding
school was built between 1900 and 1905; the 4O-bed hospital some-
what later. The school founder remained for many years as super-
intendent of what was then the Northern Navaho Reservation. He
was a man of strong character and great determination, who bent his
energies to replacing Navaho ways with white ways as rapidly as
possible and by any means he could think of. He induced the men
to cut their hair, for example, by refusing to issue wagons to those
with long hair. No group on the Reservation has been exposed to so
many years of high-pressure administration; it seems likely that this
is partly responsible for the fact that Shiprock is the center of
anti-white feeling and resistance to government programs for the
Navahos.
The peyote and certain other religious cults flourish here and have
strong anti-white associations. Witchcraft talk is common. In short,
all the available facts suggest that this is an area of marked uneasi-
ness, probably the result of the kind of cultural change to which it
has been subjected, which finds outlets in emotional religious cults,
in opposition to the government, and in the expression of aggression
against other Navahos through witchcraft and numerous quarrels.
The farmers* organization in District 12 has a long record of internal
conflict and disputes over leadership.